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Valentina Hlebec

DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGES IN THE
TYPOLOGY OF SOCIAL HOME CARE

Social home care is an important programme for
maintaining quality of life of older people living at
home. Analysis of the development of this program-
me in Slovenia shows enormous diversity between
municipalities in organization and accessibility of
social care. However, typology of municipalities also
shows some similarities between them. In Slovenia
in 2008 there were five types of municipalities that
differ in efficiency and quality of home care. Individual
types differed on who mainly pays for the home care
(either the government, the municipality or the user)
and what is the extent of the offer and the quality of
home care (duration of visits and number of users).
The development of the programme and changes in
the typology of municipalities are investigated. The key
finding is that the heterogeneity of municipalities dec-
reased, as smaller number of models of organizations
of social home care were found in 2010 than in 2008.
Our more detailed analysis showed that the majority
of municipalities used the funding more efficiently.
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HOME CARE FROM THE PERSPECTIVE
OF HOME CARE WORKERS

Home care is a fundamental social care service
provided at home of individuals, but according to the
planned scope its development is significantly slow.
This is an area that requires more planned research and
particular attention paid to all aspects of its functions
- system, provider and user. The focus in the paper
is on the providers, which was hitherto less studied.
Systematic, critical meta-analysis has been used to
evaluate the research addressing the work and social
position of home care workers, ie. key personnel in
the provision and organization of social care at home.
Since the research on this topic in Slovenia is very poor
and because it is believed that this area needs to be
thoroughly investigated, the key substantive findings
of existing research have been summarised. At the
same time a critical approach was used to evaluate
methodologies, summarize their important features
and highlight key shortcomings. The findings form
an important methodological and substantive basis
for further exploration and evaluation of home care
workers in the field. The fact that it is necessary to
explore this area more thoroughly on a representative
and national level is stressed.
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TIPOLOGY OF INSTITUTIONAL CARE
FOR OLDER PEOPLE IN SLOVENIA
FROM DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE

Institutional care for older people is the most developed
and spread form of care for older people in Slovenia.
The institutional care for older people is analysed from
historical development and local residence access per-
spective, which has indirect effects on quality of care.
In the first part of the paper, the historical outline of
public institutional care and the impact of social policy
onits’ development is presented. In the second part of
the paper, the access of institutional care is estimated
from the users’ permanent residence or outside the
municipality of users’ permanent residence. Though
we have achieved the criterion of providing institutional
care for 5% people older than 65 years on national
level, on the level of municipalities there are significant
differences. Differences refer to the presence of insti-
tutional care in particular municipality, the largeness,
degree of urbanisation and economical development
of municipality. With the typology of institutional care
for older people in Slovenia from development perspec-
tive, it is demonstrated that people over 65 years do
not have the same possibilities for institutional care.
The principle of territorial building of institutions and
the principle of plural social care stimulate the entrance
of private sphere in institutional care for older people.
Private homes are more expensive then public ones
and therefore inaccessible for all older people in need
for institutional care.
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Majda Cernié Istenié

INTERGENERATIONAL SOLIDARITY THROUGH
THE PRISM OF ORGANISATION OF CARE
FOR THE ELDERLY IN COMMUNITY

The focus is on intergenerational solidarity in terms
of subjective perceptions/opinions observed from
the level of individual municipalities. Three models,
i.e. typologies of care arrangements for older people
in Slovenian municipalities denote the contextual fra-
mework of the study. The author assumes that public
opinion on intergenerational solidarity is associated
with the organizational forms of care for the older
people dominated by a certain group of municipaliti-
es. Results of the study, based on the data from the
survey ‘Generations and gender relations on Slovenian
farms 2007, show that the majority of respondents
expect commitment from both the family as well as
society to take care for the older people. However,
views on the balance of responsibility between the
family and society differ in the following direction: the
worse the organization of care for the older people in
the municipalities, the greater the expectations of the
respondents towards the family to take over the bulk
of responsibilities in caring for the older people. This
orientation is particularly pronounced in small rural
municipalities.
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SOCIAL WORK WITH OLDER PEOPLE
AS A SPECIALIZATION

ABSTRACTS

The increase in the share of older population has also
increased social workers’ and general attention to
the phenomena that accompany old age, aging and
older people. Inthe 21st century, the older generation
represents a major challenge for social work in terms
of concepts, methods and skills required for work
with older people. In this paper we seek to answer
several questions. How well is social work prepared
for dealing with older people’s crises and problems?
Which conceptual basis and possibilities for profes-
sional work are available? What options do social
workers have to acquire knowledge needed to deal
with older population? We draw attention to the fact
that despite greater awareness of the importance of
specialization within social work, both the literature
and research on this subject are insufficient, and
education for work with older people is neglected. We
further present conceptual bases that are good for the
development of social work as a specialization, while
emphasizing the dynamic nature of social work and
fluidity between its theory and methodology, which in
the area of work with older people has proved to be
an advantage that enables the provision of effective
assistance to older people.
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