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Ines Kvaternik, Liljana Rihter

BETWEEN NATIONAL GUIDELINES
AND PRACTISE

DRUG DEMAND REDUCTION IN THE FIELD OF
LICIT AND ILLICIT DRUGS

The article is based on the analysis of the performan-
ce of Slovenian policy in the field of Drug and Alcohol
Demand Reduction. Analysis of the key contents was
developed on the bases of the analysis of interviews
made by representatives of different departments in
the field of Drug and Alcohol Demand Reduction. Key
contents - the visibility of drugs and alcohol problems
in the society, department contribution to problem
solving, cooperation with others actors and future
planned activities - has showed that departments in
the field of Drug Demand Reduction, in the process
of forming and performing politics, take into account
the Resolution on national programme in drug field.
Deficiencies appear on the level of data collection and
exchange, on the level of sharing similar tasks among
different actors, and on the level of co-ordination and
inter-department co-operation.
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DRUG-RELATED ISSUES AS SEEN BY
STUDENTS OF THE FACULTY OF SOCIAL WORK

Knowledge of drug related problems is important for
successful social work. The data about were collec-
ted through the study of BA graduation theses of
students at the Faculty of social work, Ljubljana. Pa-
per focuses on basic concepts and the development
of Slovenian policy against drugs. Analysis shows
that themes from Resolution of national program on
drug area 2004-2009 are insufficient framework

for classification of the theses. The differences in
approaches, sensitivity to the situation, methodology
of gathering and analyzing data in BA theses are
also important. Views of the students are described
trough classification of the themes dealt with. The
majority of theses deals with drug related problem
situations concerning the drug user or their close
relatives. Only a few theses study nongovernmental
organizations. Some other organizations that deal
with drug users are also presented in the theses.
There are also some studies about the frequency of
drug use among young people and rapid assessment
of situation in some regions of Slovenia. It is shown
that the programme at Faculty of social work produ-
ces experts well equipped for social work with drug
users, nevertheless some suggestions for improve-
ment of program for this area are proposed.
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SAFER INJECTION ROOM AS A REASONABLE
RESPONSE TO NEEDS OF INJECTION DRUG
USERS AND COMMUNITY

For several years, harm reduction programmes have
been expressing the need to establish a safe-injection
room, i.e. aplace where a drug user has a possibility
to inject illicit drugs, with reduced risk and better
hygiene. The question of the importance of safe
rooms is placed in a broader context; not only in
terms of preventing health damage but also in terms
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of reducing harmful social consequences of drug use
on individual and local community. Our experience
in the research shows that the place of use has a
very significant influence on the performance of
the different social roles played by drug users. The
analysis of relevant literature, research, ethnographic
material and experiences of experts in the field of
harm reduction shows that the time is ripe to shift
focus from responses which are directed to individual
drug user (in order to change individual behaviour) to
responses which will be directed to the community
harm reduction. Safer injecting room could have a
significant affect on a drug user's quality of life.
However, on the other hand, it could contribute to
further stigmatisation and exclusion, especially if
such a programme takes place under the public eye
and without the support of local community.
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ALCOHOL USE AMONG THOSE PARTICIPATING
IN TRIPS AT THE END OF HIGH SCHOOL

The paper presents the results of a research project in-
vestigating the use of alcohol and other drugs ontrips
made at the end of high school, following completion
of the final matriculation exams. The main purpose of
the research project is to identify the prevalence and
rules governing alcohol use among those participating
in these end-of-school trips. The author focuses on
the special characteristics of alcohol use during the
50 called matriculation trip and what types of risks
young people face due to alcohol use. The results
show that the existing high level of alcohol use seen

during the school year does not increase during the
trip. The number of drunk students on the trip is higher
with one-third of the interviewed participants being
drunk every day. In total, more than three-quarters
of the interviewed participants on the trip had been
drunk. The research results point to possibilities and
limitations in prevention work on the reduction of
harm due to alcohol use among young people.
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PREVENTION OR PLEASURE

DIVERGENT DISCOURSES
OF ALCOHOL INOXICATION

The article compares and discusses two different
discourses of youngsters’” alcohol consumption in
Denmark. On the one hand, there’s the authoritative
medical health preventive discourse with formulated
politics as for instance articulated by the National bo-
ard of Health. On the other hand, there’s the discourse
routed in everyday practices of parents organising par-
ties for teenagers. The two discourses are seemingly
rather different, however parents have no difficulties
navigating to and fro these alternative worldviews.
When asked in surveys about attitudes towards teena-
ge alcohol consumption, the answers of Danish adults
resembles official preventive guidelines as for instance
delaying alcohol debut, separating youth gatherings
and alcohol, etc. But when relating to the actual social
lives and problems of their youngsters, divergent
practices are sought by the parents, characterised by
harm reducing and pragmatic initiatives.
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Betsy Thom
WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES

A FEATURE OF MULTI-COMPONENT
PROGRAMMES TO TACKLE ALCOHOL
AND DRUG-RELATED HARM

This paper describes a »multi-component« approach
to providing a local response to alcohol and drug-
related harm and highlights the role of community
»mobilisation« as an important component of such
programmes. Gonceptual difficulties in defining »com-
munity« are recognised and the importance of under-
standing the heterogeneous nature of communities
is discussed. Working with communities is seen as
presenting a number of challenges, not least the
challenge of addressing the balance of power between
professional groups and citizens and the need to take
account of potentially conflicting interests between
different social groups in the community. Linked
to issues of re-distribution of power, are questions
of risk - to individuals and to the community as a
whole, the danger of unwanted effects of intervention
and the possible disruption of existing structures,
networks and alliances within the community. The
paper provides some examples of multi-component
programmes and examples of different ways of inte-
racting with communities to foster their collaboration
in intervention programmes.
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