

















ABSTRACTS

lence and for neglect of education), understanding of the ways racism (denial of rights and oppres-
sion) affects minority communities and persons without citizenship, recognition of everyday racism
in the functioning of institutions and on the personal level, defence of excluded groups’ rights, and
access to social services. Antiracist social work opposes the commonsense distinction and valuation
of ‘us’ against ‘them’ and consequently opposes the established segregation and assimilation models
that allot access to and quality of services with regard to ethnic membership or the civil status of
(potential) users.
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Our society needs the definition and exclusion of ‘deviant behaviour’ as the crucial mark of its
cohesion. Yet one cannot drop out from society: even the excluded live in society, in niches, in
internal detachment, in striking difference, or, not so seldom, in institutions. Exclusion is therefore
an exile within society. There are strategies of social policies and social work designed to overcome
exclusion, even though it is clear that no society can be conceived without it. Social policy is politi-
cally and economically determined, conforming to all sorts of demands, and its methods and instru-
ments are limited. It develops in a field which is full of contradictions and follows various social
(actors’) interests. The main task of social policy is the stabilisation of a ‘normal’ course of life with
regard to ‘safe’ risks (old age, need of care) as well as unsafe ones (illness, unemployment, poverty).
Fighting poverty is a social policy field, but (at least in developed countries) an insignificant one, and
its requests may easily be threatened by neoliberalism within socio-political and social work dis-
course. The extent to which the notion of indivisible, unified discussion and client directed integra-
tion, which accepts the clients’ expertise and includes the ‘right to be different’, may be developed as
a general social policy and social work strategy to overcome exclusion remains to be examined.
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