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Adoption as a measure of social welfare is focused on the child's benefit, but it takes into account 
the needs of other participants in the adoption triangle: of the child's biological parents and 
adopters. Due to a great disproportion between the number of adopted children and the number 
of couples wishing to adopt a child, adoption has for some time been attractive for the Slovenian 
media, public attention being at present directed mainly to distressed future adopters who have 
been longing for a child for years. In the shadow of that distress remains the fundamental question 
in adoption procedure: how to achieve that adoption will indeed be the best possible solution for 
a child and that it will be good or at least acceptable also for the other parties in the procedure - for 
biological, adoptive, and often also for foster parents. The research, conducted among profession-
als at social work centres that carry out the adoption process, has shown that even a part of 
professional public is more concerned with the problem of where to get children for adoption 
than with the problem of introducing up-to-date social work concepts and methods into adoption 
procedures. It is only exceptionally, in emergent interventions, the task of the profession to make 
decisions on others and for others, so that the adoption procedure remains the common project of 
all participants in the problem; it is the process of common search for possible solutions, which are 
discovered by users themselves, with the assistance of professionals. We cannot confirm that pro-
fessional work in the field of adoption already takes place as a project of common search of 
solution in all cases. The research has shown that working concepts and methods of professional 
work with the participants in adoption are lacking; the needs of the child and its biological, 
adoptive and foster parents are often not considered enough or are even overlooked. The changes 
of legislation, organisation and professional standards in the field of adoption espoused by profes-
sional workers should support more open models of adoption that warrant greater transparency 
of the situation and empower all participants in the adoption triangle or quadrangle - the child 
and its biological, adoptive and foster parents. The surveyed professional workers seek solutions 
in the change of family legislation and of lengthy procedures of withdrawing parental rights, in 
better organisation and greater co-ordination of work in the field of adoption, in regulated inter-
national adoption, and they are also aware of the need for their supplementary education. 
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The author presents the experiences and the consequences of infertility, which, through years of 
endeavours to conceive a child, leads the couple to a crisis (social isolation, distress, despair, 
disappointment, mechanical sex, intolerance, neuroticism, dependence-based need for children, 
etc.). It intervenes in the whole life of the couple and substantially lowers the quality of their lives 
and actions. Upon inclusion into the programme they are offered means of incentive (mountain-
eering, reading, writing, meeting and establishing friendly relations with similar problems, etc.). 
They open up a possibility for the couple to unburden the load of infertility and to turn towards 
sound, contented partnership and later substitute parenthood. Those "means of incentive" are the 
very elements of improved quahty of life. 
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