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The quality of life of older population and the capacity to solve problems that emerge in this period
of life significantly depend on the quantity of social capital in society. Since individuals cannot
create it without contacts with others, the kind of social networks and trust that are available in
Slovenia cannot be unimportant. The paper presents, on the basis of opinion polls, a number of
data and cntailing trends from which the disposal of social capital in Slovenia may be inferred.
Non-activated human resources of the unemployed, contentment with social networks and the
material state, general trust in people and especially in friends (with regard to sex, age, education,
geographic location, religion, political preferences), changing confidence in state and civic
institutions, voluntary practices, state of health, and trust in medical services - all these are indirect
indicators of social capital, and it is upon them that life in later periods will depend as well. The
data show that is the disposal of social capital is not optimal in our society, and in some dimensions
its quantity is rather critical.
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In introduction, the author lists the models of social work practice and the development of
professional roles of social workers. She presents the directions that have emerged in the ficld of
gerontological social work. Professional roles of social workers are then analysed from the
standpoint of their suitability for work with aged people. The services of Slovene social security are
listed, together with the various professional roles they offer to social workers.
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The features of narcissistic disorder and personality disorder in old age are presented on two cases
of aged people, one from the authors’ practice and one from literature, Narcissism is taken as an
important dimension on the scale of mental health. According to numerous investigations, many
people who work in helping professions have a personal experience of deficient and destructive
narcissism, so that its research is important for clients and helpers alike. The paper presents the
basic frame of recognising (diagnosing) personality disorder. For the choice of helping method,
however, the type of disorder is less decisive than the difficulty it presents. The assessment of that
difficulty is based on the assessment of the level of psychosocial functioning (by help of the GAF
scale). The clients who turn for help to social workers are in the main from the middle levels of the
scale (codes 30 to 60). In a recent work (1999), the Swiss psychiatrist and psychotherapist Jurg
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