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Darja Zaviršek 
D I S C O U R S E S O N V I O L E N C E A N D H E L P 

Sociologist Darja Zaviršek, Ph. D., is a senior lecturer for anthropology and social work at Uni

versity of Ljubljana School of Social Work, lecturer on community mental health and gender 

issues, and founder of Modra - Organisation for research and promotion of psycho-social needs 

of women. 

T h e a u t h o r surveys t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e s o f w o r k w i t h w o m e n e x p e r i e n c i n g v i o l e n c e a n d 
p o i n t s ou t t h e following: u n d e r s t a n d i n g g e n d e r spec i f i c social isat ion, t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f infor
m a t i o n , t h e t e r m i n o l o g y u s e d by the v ic t im, e m p o w e r m e n t , a w a r e n e s s tha t h e l p t o t h e w o m e n is 
at t h e s a m e t i m e h e l p t o the i r ch i ldren , u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e w o m e n ' s s tor ies , m a k i n g a p lan for 
p r o t e c t i o n , e t c . n e x t , she deals w i th t h e k n o w l e d g e n e e d e d by soc ia l w o r k e r s in w o r k i n g w i t h 
t h e a b u s e r s w h o s e c o m m o n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c is t h a t t h e y c a n n o t e m p a t h i s e w i t h t h e effects o f the ir 
a c t s o n the i r v ic t ims . T h e p a p e r clarifies w h y w o r k w i t h w o m e n , c h i l d r e n a n d a b u s e r s has b e e n 
n e g l e c t e d in soc ia l w o r k , a n d tr ies to find an a n s w e r t o w h y v i o l e n c e is be ing p e r f o r m e d , main
ta ined and c o n c e a l e d . Fo l lowing psychoanalyt ica l feminist p a r a d i g m , the a u t h o r a t t e m p t s t o br ing 
into focus t h e ident i f i cat ion o f a chi ld w i th t h e subjec t o f des i re w h o in t h e W e s t e r n c u l t u r e s is 
regular ly t h e m a n , a n d i n t r o d u c e s t h e c o n c e p t o f intersubject iv i ty t h e idea o f w h i c h is t o m a k e 
e i t h e r t h e m a n o r t h e w o m a n the subjec t o f des ire . This w o u l d f u n d a m e n t a l l y c h a n g e g e n d e r 
spec i f i c k n o w l e d g e a n d o p e n up possibil it ies for n e w ident i ty pos i t ions w i t h r e g a r d to g e n d e r 

Andreja Outer 
W O M E N IN R E L A T I O N T O S P A C E A N D S O C I E T Y '\ ' "•' ' ' " 

Sociologist Andreja Čufer, M. A., is co-founder of Women's Counselling Office and Women's Cen
tre and works on various non-governmental projects and actions related to women. 

T h e t e r m »women' s Spaces« d o e s n o t only signify phys ical s p a c e s s u c h as r o o m s o r houses ; t h e 
s p a c e is h e r e a c a t e g o r y w h i c h signifies a poss ibi l i ty that a p e r s o n s teps o u t of t h e ro les i m p o s e d 
by soc iety . In o u r c a s e it m e a n s t h e s p a c e in w h i c h a w o m a n c a n b r u s h off t h e ro le s a n d p a t t e r n s 
she e n d u r e s in h e r e v e r y d a y life and a t t e m p t to f ind h e r identity. Regularly w e find ourse lves in 
s i tuat ions in w h i c h w e d irec t ly o r indirect ly r e c e i v e m e s s a g e s that w e a r e n o t w h a t w e think w e 
are . T h e author ' s i n t e n t i o n is to clarify w h a t s p a c e is, w h a t m e a n i n g s a n d s y m b o l s d e t e r m i n e it, 
w h i c h a r e its d i m e n s i o n s a n d h o w they a r e r e f l e c t e d in the w i d e r soc ia l c o n t e x t . She also w a n t s 
to s h o w t h e re la t ion b e t w e e n w o m e n a n d s p a c e : w h i c h s p a c e s b e l o n g t o w o m e n a n d w h a t hap
p e n s if w o m e n a r e found in t h e s p a c e s to w h i c h t h e y »by definition* don' t be long . F u r t h e r m o r e , 
she tr ies to clarify w h y w o m e n so of ten o p e r a t e in t h e dual i sm o f negat ive a n d posit ive , g o o d and 
bad. T h e different s p a c e s ass igned to w o m e n a r e of ten def ined in c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . O n t h e o n e 
hand , they a r e u n d e r s c o r e d , beref t of i m p o r t a n c e ( h o u s e k e e p i n g ) , w h i l e o n t h e o t h e r h a n d they 
a r e glorif ied a n d w o r s h i p p e d ( m o t h e r h o o d ) . 

Silke Bercht 
» B E C A U S E I C O U L D N ' T F I N D A N Y F O O D I'D L I K E « 

ON THE LOSS OF A FREEDOM 
Social worker Silke Bercht works on theoretical questions concerning eating disorders and is a 
counselor in this field. 

T h e p a p e r analyses t h e spec i f i c f o r m s of eat ing d i s o r d e r s as p r o c e s s e s in w h i c h taking food a n d 
the re la ted m e a n i n g s r e p r e s e n t the c o r e of t h e subjec t ive r e c o g n i t i o n of one ' s o w n n e e d s a n d 



Vesna Leskošek « 
T H E O R Y A N D P R A C T I C E IN T H E F I E L D OF S E X U A L A B U S E 

Social worker andpedagogue Vesna Leskošek, M. A, is manager of Youth Help Centre of Ljubljana 
Moste-Polje Social Work Centre. , ... » 

In 1996, t h r e e b o o k s have b e e n trans lated into Slovene o n sexua l abuse , a n d t h e y e a r b e f o r e an 
ed i t ion by var ious a u t h o r s o n v i o l e n c e and sexua l abuse . In c o n t e n t and in t h e level o f t h e o r e t i c a l 
re f lec t ion , t h e y differ cons iderably . T h e p a p e r e x a m i n e s all four a long t h e l ines o f t h e v iews , 
d o c t r i n e s and p r a c t i c e s t h e y i n t r o d u c e . T h e p r a c t i c e o f psycho-soc ia l s erv i ce s in this field is qui te 
b a d a n d of ten r a t h e r u n a c c e p t a b l e to t h e v ic t ims . T h e r e a s o n for this s i tuat ion is, bes ide t h e 
lacking system, a w e a k profess ional d o c t r i n e . T h e a u t h o r c o m p a r e s t h e b o o k s o n the i r defini
t ions o f s exua l abuse , its causes , t h e goals o f in tervent ion , t h e m e a n s and t h e ro l e o f profess ion
als. T h e d i f ferences a r e g r e a t and should b e t h e o b j e c t o f m o r e ser ious d e b a t e , part i cu lar ly be
c a u s e o f the i r e f fects u p o n t h e surv ivors o f s exua l abuse . 

Mojca Urek 
F R O M F E M I N I S T S O C I A L A C T I O N T O F E M I N I S T S O C I A L W O R K 

Social worker and sociologist Mojca Urek, M. A., is assistant lecturer at University of Ljubljana 
School of Social Work and a member of Women's Counselling Association. 

T h e p a p e r displays several c o m m o n p r a c t i c e s o f social s e r v i c e s w h i c h a r e e i t h e r insensit ive to 
w o m e n ' s n e e d s o r m o r e c lear ly sexist . F o c u s i n g o n v i o l e n c e o v e r w o m e n , w h i c h is p e r h a p s t h e 
m o s t a c u t e feminist t o p i c , t h e a u t h o r sugges t a f ew possibi l i t ies of fered by t h e feminist theore t i 
cal f r a m e w o r k a n d its r i c h social p r a c t i c e . She finds that e v e n b e f o r e the p h r a s e »feminist soc ia l 
work« w a s i n t r o d u c e d , t h e w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t in Slovenia h a d for years b e e n involved in social 
act ivi t ies w h i c h o p e n e d a n u m b e r o f t a b o o t o p i c s a n d a n s w e r e d c o n c r e t e l y to c e r t a i n n e e d s o f 
w o m e n , inadequate ly c o v e r e d o r c o m p l e t e l y o v e r l o o k e d by tradi t ional social w o r k (family vio
l e n c e , r a p e , s exua l a b u s e e t c . ) . Besides , the feminist social a c t i o n s p r a c t i s e d in Slovenia a r e de
s c r i b e d . 

K:nugi à h ' •. , - ^ 
Diana Jerman 

A C A S E S T U D Y F R O M W O M E N ' S C O U N S E L L I N G O F F I C E 
Social worker Diana Jerman is head of the project »Šentmar - Help, Self-Help and Information 
on Mental Health« in Koper. 

T h e p a p e r p r e s e n t s t h e act ivit ies o f W o m e n ' s Counse l l ing Off ice o n t h e basis o f a c a s e s tudy a n d 
a q u e s t i o n n a i r e f r o m t h e first t w o years o f that n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l organisat ion's p r a c t i c e . T h e 
w o r k o f W o m e n ' s Counse l l ing Office is based o n t h e feminist p e r s p e c t i v e w h i c h br ings a n e w 
d i m e n s i o n into counse l l ing . T h e pr inc ip le s o f t h e w o r k are: tota l conf ident ia l i ty o f p e r s o n a l data , 
a c c e s s free o f c h a r g e , s u p p o r t to d i s c r i m i n a t e d w o m e n . Bes ides , t h e c o n c e p t o f t h e Office in
c l u d e s t h e p r i n c i p l e that b o t h p a r t i c i p a n t s in t h e p r o c e s s o f counse l l ing have c e r t a i n skills tha t 
t h e y jointly use in solving p r o b l e m s . 

bodi ly r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s . T h e b o d y and taking o r avoiding f o o d a r e symbols by w h i c h t h e p e r s o n 
ar t i cu la tes h e r s e l f T h e a u t h o r p r e s e n t s t h e p s y c h o d y n a m i c c o n c e p t but also p o i n t s o u t that eat
ing d i sorders a r e a spec i f i c field o f deal ing w i t h sexua l d i f f erences and inequalit ies in t h e West
e r n wor ld . In this c o n t e x t , ea t ing d i s o r d e r s a r e an i m a g i n a r y f o r m o f solving conf l i c t s in a g e n d e r 
spec i f i c d e p e n d e n t soc iety . T h e y a r e a s tra tegy by w h i c h c o n t r o l o v e r life is ma in ta ined . W o m e n 
w i t h eat ing d i s o r d e r s a r e p r e s e n t e d as mov ing b e t w e e n t w o po in t s o f an a r c w h i c h gives t h e 
b o d y t h e pos i t i on o f t h e b o d y as a »forgot ten s trangeness* ivergessenste Fremde), b u t it is also t h e 
field t h r o u g h w h i c h p o w e r is mani fes ted (Austragungsort der Macht). 


